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Introduction to the Ethics of Complex Society

Norifumi Saito

In this paper I will elucidate some ethical features of complex society. By complex society I mean
real society in contrast with ideal society and large society in contrast with family or friendly society.
Only with friendly relationship we cannot live with each other in complex society. We cannot make
friends with only ten thousands persons. Then we need some objective and cool laws.

And in this context these laws are not orders of the power, but the system arranging human
relations. According to psychological theories modern concepts of individuals are not unsatisfactory.
And so the concepts of autonomous individual or self-consciousness are not fundamental in our ethical
model. Not cause but effect is important. In this case our ability of predictability is essential in the

ethics of complex society.

Owing to non-linearity of laws we human beings cannot forecast all effects of our actions. This
entails that our society needs some experts. We are afraid they may run away. Opening of informa-

tion is one possible means.
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